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than a single track, as in the United States, and the
distinction between the two has been one of wealth and
social status rather than of educational grade and ad-
vancement. But for more than a century there has
existed among the Prussians the thought of installing
an Einheitsschule ("common school77)? which should
serve as basis for a reorganization of the entire educational
system. By such means there would be a common
foundation for all pupils through their first six years of
schooling, and after that the educational institution each
one attended would depend upon his intellectual capacity
and purpose in life. Under this plan, it has been felt,
the national and cultural unity of the various classes and
parties would be preserved, and the choice of a differ-
entiated curriculum and type of school could be postponed
until something more definite was known of the pupil's
interests, ability, and needs. The organization of such
a unified system was first conceived by Suvern, director
of the Bureau of Education during the depressing period
of Napoleonic conquest, when there was special need of
building a national unity. While the concept of an
Einheitsschule was not then put into effect, it never
altogether perished and has been revived in all subsequent
periods of national need. .
This was especially the case during the emergency of
the World War (1914-1918), although the idea was
vigorously opposed by teachers in secondary institutions
and by conservative officials, members of the clergy, and
people of wealth. Nevertheless, when the republic was
set up in 1919, it was recognized, as it had been a century
before, that if Germany were to recover the standing
she had lost, she must reorganize her educational system
in keeping with this theory. The conception of a deified